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(57) Abstract 

An automatic parser (310) receives a data stream (305) and decomposes it into individual pieces of data based cm decomposing 
file (350) and transmits the individual pieces of data into a memory (340) .based on the decomposing 
formation. The parser can also detect errors in an encoded received data stream based on error information and handle any ^te4 e^ 
I The parser waits to detect all of the errors in the received data stream before it begins to handle any of the errors. By 'Storing a purality 
of separate sets of parsing information, each corresponding to a different format, the parser can decompose messages ta a pWity of 
formateby initially determining the format of the received data stream and using the appropriate format A builder can also be used to 
l perform this process in reverse. 
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WO 97/08616 

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PARSING AND BUILDING DATA SIGNALS 

BACKGROUND OFJZ2E TNVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to techniques for 
parsing data signals, and more specifically to parsing data 
signals transmitted between modules in a telecommunications 
network . 

As with any network, a telecommunications network passes 
information between modules within the network via data signals. 
The signals, which are simply streams of data bits, require some 
method of organization so that the network modules can understand 
and communicate the data. Signals passing between modules of a 
telecommunications system are formatted according to data formats. 
One data format, the Binary Encoding Rules ("BER") format, 
organizes data into bytes of eight bits and specifies the order of 
the various bytes. BER is a machine -readable form of the human- 
readable format of Abstract Syntax Notation ("ASN.l") . 

Typically, source modules use builders to format groups of 
data bytes so that they may be transmitted as decipherable 
signals. Destination modules use parsers, coordinated in format 
with the builders, to extract the data bytes from the transmitted 
signals . 

The messages are specified using ASN.l in interface documents 
between two modules. Computer programs are then developed to 
translate the messages that adhere to the ASN.l specification into 
BER format for transmission between modules in the network. The 
ASN.l specification language and the BER format description can be 
found in "THE OPEN BOOK: A Practical Perspective on OSI", by 
Marshall T. Rose (Prentice Hall 1990) . 
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Different .types of messages may have different types of ASN.l 
specifications, resulting in different BER streams. Examples of , 
ASN.l message specifications are AIN-0 protocol specification and 
AIN-0.1 protocol specification. Each specification requires that 
its own parsing routine and building routine be compiled. 

For each message specification, AIN-0 and AIN-0.1, for 
example, the builder must create and compile separate parsing 
routines and building routines. In addition, if new 
specifications are introduced, the user of the network must create 
and compile new parsing and building routines for each 
specification and integrate these new routines into each 
specification. This makes it very complicated to add new messages 
or protocol specifications to the network. 

Fig. 1A is a block diagram showing an exemplary background 
parser 110 and Fig. IB is a block diagram showing an exemplary 
background builder 115. As shown in Fig. 1A, the parser 110 is 
connected to an application module 120 and is used to parse an 
input signal 105. The parser 110 includes at least one parsing 
routine 130 and at least one parsing memory 140. In operation, 
the parser 110 accepts the input data from the input -data signal 
byte-by-byte and, based on the order of the incoming bytes and the 
instructions contained in the parsing routine 130, places the 
bytes into portions of the parsing memory 140. The application 
module 120 then extracts the data from the portions of the parsing 
memory 140. As shown in Fig. 1A, the parser 110 contains one 
parse route for each supported message . 



- 2 - 



PCT/US96/09821 

WO 97/08616 

Fig. 2A is a flowchart of the operation of the parser 110 of 
Fig. 1A. The parser 110 begins by receiving the current byte of 
data from the input signal (step 200) . The parsing routine 13 0 
then detects whether there is any error in the received byte of 
data (step 205) and, if it detects an error, exits to an error 
handling routine for processing the detected error (step 210) . If 
the parsing routine 130 detects no error in the received byte of 
data, it places the received byte of data into the portion of the 
parsing memory 140 corresponding to that data byte (step 215) . 
The parsing routine 13 0 is programmed with the appropriate memory 
locations corresponding to each of the data bytes contained in the 
input signal . 

After processing the received byte of data, the parsing 
routine 13 0 determines whether the last byte of the input signal 
has been received (step 220) . If the last byte has not been 
received, the parsing routine 130 moves on to the next byte in the 
input signal (step 225) and returns to step 200. If the last byte 
of the input signal has been received, the parsing routine 130 
reports successful parsing to the application module 120 (step 
23 0) and ends processing. 

As shown in Fig. IB, the builder 115 is connected to the 
application module 120 and is used to construct an output signal 
for transmission. The builder 115 includes a building routine 135 
and a building memory 145. In operation, the application module 
120 places bytes of data to be transmitted within the network into 
portions of the building memory 145. The builder 115 then 
extracts the bytes of data from the building memory 145 and, based 
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on the memory locations of the byte of data and instructions 
contained in the building routine 135, arranges the bytes into an 
output signal and transmits the output signal. Also, as shown in 
Fig. 2B, builder 115 contains one build routine for each supported 
message. 

Fig. 2B is a flowchart of the operation of the builder 115 of 
Fig. IB. As shown in Fig. 2B, the builder 115 begins by 
extracting from t he building memory 145 the byte of data 
corresponding to the first byte of data for the output signal 
(step 250) . The building routine 135 then determines whether 
there is any error in the extracted byte of data (step 255) and, 
if it detects an error, exits to an error handling routine for 
processing the detected error (step 260) . If it detects no error 
in the extracted byte of data, the building routine 135 stores the 
extracted byte of data as the first byte of the transmitted signal 
(step 265) . The building routine is programmed with the 
appropriate memory location for each of the data bytes required to 
construct the data signal . 

After processing the extracted byte of data, the building 
routine 135 determines whether the last byte required for the 
output signal has been extracted (step 270) • If the last byte has 
not been extracted, the building routine 135 moves on to the next 
byte for the output signal (step 275) and returns to step 250. If 
the last byte of the incoming signal has been extracted, the 
building routine 135 transmits the output signal (step 280) and 
ends processing. 
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The application module 120 is blind to the data format being 
used. The only information available to the application module is 
where in the parser memory 140 each byte of the incoming signal 
will be placed and where in the building memory 145 each byte for 
the outgoing signal will be placed. The parsing routine 130 
contains the information necessary to properly route the incoming 
data bytes into their proper locations in the parser memory 140. 
Similarly, the building routine 135 contains the information 
necessary to properly extract the outgoing data bytes from the 
proper locations in the building memory 145 and arrange the bytes 
in the proper order according to the output signal's required 
format . 

As an example, if a particular interface between two modules 
is defined using 20 data formats, then 20 parse routines and 20 
build routines will have to be provided to support that interface. 
In addition, any time the data format changes, the corresponding 
parse and build routines will also have to be changed. 

Since each parsing routine 130 and building routine 135 is 
specifically designed to decipher a given data format, a separate 
parsing routine 130 and building routine 135 are required for each 
new data format that may be used by the application module 120. 

The parsing and building routines can be a set of computer 
programs using a programming language such as C. Each parsing 
routine implements the logic shown in Fig. 2A and each build 
routine implements the logic shown in Fig. 2B. The parsing memory 
140 may be a data structure, the elements of which are referenced 
by the parsing routine 130 and the application module 120. 
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Similarly, the building memory 145 may be a data structure, the 

elements of which are referenced by the building routine 135 and 

the application module 120. 

Many parsing and building routines use the commercially 

available ASN.l compilers (e.g., DSET compiler supported by DSET 
Corporation) , to translate the BER input signal to a set of data 
structures, which in turn are used by the application module 120. 
These compilers use the ASN.l specification as input and produces 
the parsing and building routines 140 and 145 and the data 
structure formats. If the ASN.l specification is changed, then it 
is necessary to regenerate the parsing and building routines 140 
and 145 and to change the application module 120 to reference the 
newly changed data structures. 

in addition, because the parser 110 or builder 115 stops 
processing and enters an error handling routine immediately upon 
detecting an error, if an input signal or a builder memory 145 
contains multiple errors, the parser 110 or builder 115 stops upon 
encountering the first error which is not the behavior expected of 
a network application. 

DPSraiPT TON OF THE INVENTION 
Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a system 

and method for parsing or building a data signal that 

substantially obviates one or more of the problems due to 

limitations and disadvantages of the related art. 

The present invention overcomes the limitations and 

disadvantages noted above through the use of definition files that 
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contain information relating to one or more data formats and 
information on various types of error handling. This allows the 
use of generic parsing and building routines that obtain any data 
particular to a given data format from the definition files. This 
also allows the parsing and building routine to identify all of 
the errors associated with an input or output signal before any 
error handling routine is invoked. 

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be 
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be 
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice of 
the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the 
invention will be realized and attained by means of the 
instrumentalities and combinations particularly pointed out in the 
written description and appended claims hereof as well as the 
appended drawings. 

To overcome the disadvantages of the prior art and in 
accordance with the purposes of the invention, as embodied and 
broadly described, the invention includes, an automatic parser for 
parsing a data stream, comprising: a memory containing a 
definition file; means for receiving the data stream; means for 
decomposing the received data stream into individual pieces of 
data based on parsing information in the definition file; and 
means for transmitting the individual pieces of data. 

Also in accordance with the purposes of the invention, as 
embodied and broadly described, the invention includes, an 
automatic builder for creating an output data stream, comprising: 
a memory containing a definition file; means for receiving a 
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plurality of individual pieces of data; and means for composing 
the output data stream out of the individual pieces of data based 
on composing information in the definition file. 

The invention also includes a method for automatically 
parsing an input data stream, including the steps, executed by a 
processor, of: receiving the input data stream; decomposing the 
received input data stream into individual pieces of data based on 
decomposing information stored in a definition file residing in a 
memory; and transmitting the individual pieces of data. 

in addition, the invention includes a method for 
automatically creating an output data stream, including the steps, 
executed by a processor, of: receiving a plurality of individual 
pieces of data; composing the output data stream out of the 
individual pieces of data based on composing information stored in 
a definition file residing in a memory; and transmitting the 
composed output data stream. 

Also in accordance with the purposes of the invention, as 
embodied and broadly described, the invention recites, an 
automatic parser for parsing a received data stream and creating 
an output data stream, comprising: a memory containing an input 
definition file; a memory containing an output definition file; 
means for decomposing the received data stream into a plurality of 
individual pieces of input data based on information in the input 
definition file; means for transmitting the individual pieces of 
data; means for receiving a plurality of individual pieces of 
output data; and means for composing the output data stream out of 
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the plurality of individual pieces of output data based on 
information in the output definition file. 

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the following detailed description are exemplary 
and explanatory and are intended to provide further explanation of 
the invention as claimed. 

RRTEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and 
constitute a part of the specification, illustrate presently 
preferred implementations of the invention and, together with the 
general description given above and the detailed description of 
the preferred implementations given below, serve to explain the 
principles of the invention. 

Fig. 1A is a block diagram showing a prior art parser; 
Fig. IB is a block diagram showing a prior art builder; 
Fig. 2A is a flowchart showing the steps performed by a 
parsing routine in parsing a data signal; 

Fig. 2B is a flowchart showing the steps performed by a 
building routine in composing a data signal; 

Fig. 3A is a block diagram showing a parser according to a 
preferred embodiment of the current invent ion ; 

Fig. 3B is a block diagram showing a builder according to a 
preferred embodiment of the current invention; 

Fig. 4A is a flowchart showing the steps performed by a 
parsing routine in parsing a data signal according to a preferred 
embodiment of the current invention; and 



- 9 - 



PCT/US96/09821 

WO 97/08616 

Fig. 4B is. a flowchart showing the steps performed by a 
building routine in composing a data signal according to a 
preferred embodiment of the current invention. 

g ggT MHnF. FOR C&PPVTNG OU ^ TWB INVENTION 

Reference will now be made in detail to the construction and 
operation of preferred implementations of the present invention 
which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. In those 
drawings, like elements and operations are designated with the 
same reference numbers where possible. 

The following description of the preferred implementations of 
the present invention is only exemplary of the invention. The 
present invention is not limited to these implementations, but may 
be realized by other implementations. 

Figs. 3A and 3B are block diagrams showing a parser 310 and a 
builder 315, respectively, according to a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention. As shown in Fig. 3A, the parser 310 is 
connected to an application module 320 and is used to parse an 
input signal. The parser 310 includes a parsing routine 330, a 
parsing memory 340, and at least one parsing definition file 350. 

Preferably the parsing routine 330 is a computer program, 
such as a C program, executed by a microprocessor (not shown) . 
The parsing routine 330 may be written in any suitable programming 
language and may be executed by any suitable microprocessor. The 
parsing memory 340 may comprise any suitable computer memory 
device, such as IC ROM or RAM, or disk memory. 
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The parsing definition file 350 is preferably a data file, so 
that it can be easily changed using a commercially available 
editor. An example of such a file is shown in Appendix Al . 
Preferably, this data file can be automatically generated from a 
corresponding ASN.l specification, shown in Appendix A2 . 

In operation, the parser 310 accepts the input data byte-by- 
byte from the input -data signal 305 and, based on the instructions 
contained in the parsing routine 330 and the parsing definition 
file 350, places the received bytes into portions of the parsing 
memory 340. 

Fig. 4A is a flowchart of the operation of the parser 310 of 
Fig. 3A. the parser 310 begins by detecting the format of the 
input signal (step 400) and receiving the current byte of data 
from the input signal (step 405) . The format of the input signal 
is normally identified by the first few bytes of data in the input 
signal (usually referred to as the header in the input signal) . 
The parsing routine 330 then determines whether there is any error 
in the received byte of data (step 410) and, if it detects an 
error, stores information regarding the error according to 
information in the parsing definition file 350 (step 415) . If the 
parsing routine 330 detects no error in the received byte of data, 
it accesses the parsing definition file 350 to determine what 
address in the parsing memory 340 the received byte of data 
corresponds to (step 420) . Then, the parsing routine 330 writes 
the received data byte into the corresponding address of the 
parsing memory 340 (step 425) . 
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After processing the received byte of data or storing error 
information, the parsing routine 330 determines whether the last 
byte of the input signal has been received (step 430) . If the 
last byte has- not been received, the parsing routine 330 moves on 
to the next byte of the input signal (step 435) and returns to 
step 405. If the last byte of the input signal has been received, 
the parsing routine 330 determines whether any errors have been 
detected during the entire processing of the signal (step 440) . 
If an error has been detected, the parsing routine 330 exits to an 
error handling routine to process the detected errors (step 443) . 
If no errors have been detected, the parsing routine 330 reports a 
successful parsing to the application module 120 (step 445) and 

ends processing. 

Different levels of error checking can be performed by the 
parsing routine 33 0. Some examples include explicit error 
checking, implicit error checking, protocol error checking, and 
existency checking. In explicit error checking, a specific error 
routine is associated with a parameter in the input signal. An 
example is shown in the definition in Appendix Al for the 
parameter ID. The command RANGECHK (1, 100 ) identifies the range of 
values for the parameter. In implicit error checking, only 
certain values are allowed, depending upon the data type. For 
example, if the data parameter is identified as DIGITS, only valid 

binary coded digits (0, 1 9, *, #) are allowed in the 

input signal. In protocol error checking, the input signal is 
checked for proper protocol standards. For example, every 
parameter must be encoded according to BER rules. In existency 
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checking, optional parameters may or may not exist in the input 
signal. These parameters are identified by the keyword "OPTIONAL" 
in the definition file. 

As shown in Fig. 3B, the builder 315 is connected to the 
application module 120 and is used to construct an output signal 
360 for transmission from the application module 120. The builder 
315 includes a building routine 335, a building memory 345, and at 
least one building definition file 355. 

Preferably the building routine 335 is a computer program, 
such as a C program, executed by a microprocessor (not shown) . 
The building routine 335 may be written in any suitable 
programming language, and may be executed by any suitable 
microprocessor. The building memory 345 may comprise any suitable 
computer memory device, such as IC ROM or RAM, or disk memory. 

The building definition file 355 is preferably also a data 
file similar to the parsing definition file 350. For example, the 
building definition file 3 55 may be the same as the file shown in 
Appendix Al. In this case, the building routine 335 constructs 
the output signal 360 that adheres to the BER encoding for the 
ASN.l specification of the output signal shown in Appendix A2 . 

In operation, the application module 120 places data to be 
transmitted within the network into portions of the building 
memory 345, from which memory portions the builder 315 then 
extracts the data bytes. Based on building memory 345 locations, 
instructions contained in the building routine 135, and 
information in the building definition file 355, the building 
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routine 335 then orders the data bytes into an output signal and 
transmits the output signal. 

Fig. 4B is a flowchart of the operation of the building 
routine 335 of Fig. 3B. The building routine 335 begins by 
determining the desired format of the output signal (step 450). 
The kind of format used for creating the output signal 360 is 
specified by the application module 320. Then the building 
routine 335 accesses the building definition file 355 to determine 
the location in the builder memory 345 corresponding to the 
current byte in the output signal (step 455) and extracts the 
current byte from the proper location (step 455) . The building 
routine 335 then determines whether there is any error in the 
extracted byte of data (step 465) and, if it detects an error, 
stores error information for later processing (step 470) . If it 
detects no error in the extracted byte of data, the building 
routine 335 stores the extracted byte of data as the next byte of 
the transmitted signal (step 475) . 

After processing the extracted byte of data or storing error 
information, the building routine 335 determines whether the last 
byte required for the output signal has been extracted (step 480). 
If the last byte has not been extracted, the building routine 335 
moves to the next byte in the output signal (step 485) and returns 
to step 455. If the last byte of the incoming signal has been 
extracted, the building routine 335 determines whether any errors 
have been detected during the entire processing of the signal 
(step 490) . If errors have been detected, the building routine 
335 exits to an error handling routine to process the detected 
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errors (step 493) . If no errors have been detected, the building 
routine 335 transmits the output signal (step 495) and ends 
processing. 

Preferably the parsing routine 330 and the building routine 
335 do not contain any information specific to the handling of any 
particular data format, but rely on the definition files 350 and 
355 to provide all such information. Because the definition files 
350 and 355 can contain information related to multiple data 
formats, a separate parser 310 and builder 315 or a separate 
parsing routine 330 and building routine 335 are not required for 
each format that may be used. In addition, this allows for 
greater flexibility for the parser 110 and builder 115 since new 
formats can be added to their capabilities by simply editing the 

definition file. 

As noted above, the definition files 350 and 355 preferably 
contain information relating to the handling of errors, including 
basic information on how to process the errors prior to the 
execution of an error handling routine. This allows the parser 
110 and builder 115 to process an entire input signal or an entire 
constructed output signal to detect all of the errors present in 
the signal before executing the error handling routine. This 
reduces the time necessary for processing any signal having more 
than one error by eliminating the need to process the signal once 
for every error present . 

Although the present embodiment refers to input and output 
signals comprised of information broken up into bytes, other types 
of signals may also be processed. For example, the signal could 
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be broken up into single bits of information, multiple-byte 
groups, or any other desired division of the signal data. 

In addition to the above descriptions, many modifications may 
be made to adapt a particular element, technique or implementation 
to the teachings of the present invention without departing from 
the central scope of the invention. Therefore, it is intended 
that this invention not be limited to the particular embodiments 
and methods disclosed herein, but that the invention include all 
embodiments falling with the scope of the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Ah automatic parser for parsing a data stream, 

comprising: 

a memory containing a definition file; 

means for receiving the data stream; 

means for decomposing the received data stream into 
individual pieces of data based on parsing information in the 
definition file; and 

means for transmitting the individual pieces of data. 

2. The automatic parser of claim 1, further comprising a 
memory, wherein the transmitting means includes means for 
transmitting the individual pieces of data to the memory and 
placing the individual pieces of data into the memory based on the 
parsing information in the definition file. 

3. The automatic parser of claim 1, further comprising a 
decoder for decoding the received data stream when the received 
data stream is encoded. 

4. The automatic parser of claim 1, further comprising: 
means for detecting errors in the received data stream based 

on error information stored in the definition file; and 

means for handling the error when the error detecting means 
detects an error. 

5. The automatic parser of claim 4, wherein the error 
detecting means includes means for detecting all of the errors in 
the received data stream before the error handling means handles 
any of the errors . 
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6. The automatic parser of claim 1, further comprising: 
means for determining the format of the received data stream, 
wherein the parsing information in the definition file is 
further divided into a -plurality of separate sets of parsing 
information, each corresponding to a different possible format, 
and 

wherein the decomposing means decomposes the received data 
stream into individual pieces of data and the transmitting means 
transmits the individual pieces of data based on the determined 
format and the separate set of parsing information corresponding 
to the determined format. 

7. An automatic builder for creating an output data stream, 

comprising: 

a memory containing a definition file; 

means for receiving a plurality of individual pieces of data; 

and 

means for composing the output data stream out of the 
individual pieces of data based on composing information in the 
definition file. 

8. The automatic builder of claim 7, further comprising a 
memory containing the plurality of individual pieces of data, 
wherein the receiving means receives the plurality of individual 
pieces of data from the memory. 

9. The automatic builder of claim 7, further comprising an 
encoder for encoding the output data stream. 
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10. The automatic builder of claim 7, further comprising: 
means for detecting errors in the plurality of individual 

pieces of data based on error information stored in the definition 
file; and 

means for handling the error when the error detecting means 

detects an error. 

11. The automatic builder of claim 10, wherein the error 
detecting means detects all of the errors in the plurality of 
individual pieces of data before the error handling means handles 
any of the errors, 

12. The automatic builder of claim 7, further comprising: 
means for determining a desired format of the output data 

stream, 

wherein the composing information in the definition file is 
further divided into a plurality of separate sets of composing 
information, each corresponding to a different possible format/ 
and 

wherein the composing means composes the output data stream 
out of the individual pieces of data based on the desired format 
and the separate set of composing information corresponding to the 
desired format. 
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13. A method, executed by a processor, for automatically 
parsing an input data stream, including the steps of: 
receiving the input data stream; 

decomposing the received input data stream into individual 
pieces of data based on decomposing information stored in a 
definition file residing in a memory; and 

transmitting the individual pieces of data. 

14. The method for automatically parsing an input data 
stream of claim 13, wherein the transmitting step transmits the 
individual pieces of data into a memory based on the decomposing 
information. 

15. The method for automatically parsing an input data 
stream of claim 13, further including the step of decoding the 
received data stream when the received data stream is encoded. 

16. The method for automatically parsing an input data 
stream of claim 13, further including the steps of: 

detecting errors in the received data stream based on error 

information; and 

handling the error when the error detecting step detects 

errors . 

17. The method for automatically parsing an input data 
stream of claim 16, wherein the error detecting step detects all 
of the errors in the received data stream before the error 
handling step handles any of the errors. 
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18 . The method for automatically parsing an input data 
stream of claim 13, further including the step of: 

determining the format of the received data stream, 
wherein the parsing information is further divided into a 
plurality of separate sets of parsing information, each 
corresponding to a different possible format, and 

wherein the decomposing step decomposes the received data 
stream into individual pieces of data and transmits the individual 
pieces of data based on the determined format and the separate set 
of parsing information corresponding to the determined format. 

19. A method, executed by a processor, for automatically 
creating an output data stream, including the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of individual pieces of data; 

composing the output data stream out of the individual pieces 
of data based on composing information stored in a definition file 
residing in a memory; and 

transmitting the composed output data stream. 

20. The method for automatically creating an output data 
stream of claim 19, wherein the receiving step receives the 
plurality of individual pieces of data from a memory. 

21. The method for automatically creating an output data 
stream of claim 19, further including the step of encoding the 
output data stream . 
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22. The method for automatically creating an output data 
stream of claim 19, further including the steps of: 

detecting errors in the plurality of individual pieces of 
data based on error information; and 

handling the error when the error detecting step detects an 

error . 

23. The method for automatically creating an output data 
stream of claim 22, wherein the error detecting step detects all 
of the errors in the plurality of individual pieces of data before 
the error handling step handles any of the errors. 

24. The method for automatically creating an output data 
stream of claim 19, further including the step of: 

determining a desired format of the output data stream, 
wherein the composing information is further divided into a 

plurality of separate sets of composing information, each 

corresponding to a different possible format, and 

wherein the composing step composes the output data stream 

out of the individual pieces of data based on the desired format 

and the separate set of composing information corresponding to the 

desired format. 
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25. An automatic parser for parsing a received data stream 
and creating an output data stream, comprising: 

a memory containing an input definition file; 

a memory containing an output definition file; 

means for decomposing the received data stream into a 
plurality of individual pieces of input data based on information 
in the input definition file; 

means for transmitting the individual pieces of data; 

means for receiving a plurality of individual pieces of 

output data; and 

means for composing the output data stream out of the 
plurality of individual pieces of output data based on information 
in the output definition file. 

26. The automatic parser of claim 25, further comprising: 

an input memory; and 

an output memory containing the plurality of individual 
pieces of output data, 

wherein the transmitting means transmits the individual 
pieces of data to the input memory and places the individual 
pieces of data into the input memory based on the parsing 
information in the definition file, and 

wherein the receiving means receives the plurality of 
individual pieces of data from the output memory. 
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